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Celebrating Accomplishments! 
 

T he Library staff and board held an Open House for retiring Director John Vehre on Friday January 18th with many well-wishers stopping by to chat and 
enjoy refreshments. State Representative Susan Manchester (left) presented 
John with a proclamation celebrating his career and accomplishments.   

 

A dinner was then held at the Bistro where both 
current and former staff and board members  

congratulated John and regaled him with funny stories 
and heartfelt  praise.  The highlight of the evening was 
“burning the mortgage” where John lit a copy of the 
loan paperwork to symbolize paying off the building 
expansion loan in record time.   
 

Seen with John are Bill Frazer, Susi Halley, Alex 
Warner, and Sally Zechar.  

Adult Winter Read “Book Blizzard” 
 

T he ever popular Adult Winter Read starts February 1st and runs all month.  
Participation is for 18 and older and consists of the same easy process - read 

a book, ebook, magazine, audiobook, or attend an event - then fill out a form with 
your name and the title.   
 

Prizes for the weekly drawings are soaps, 
lotions, balms, and wax melts from Misty 

Tucker’s “Granny Farkel’s Soaps & More.”   
Scents include Bourbon on Ice, Blackberry 
Wine, Chocolate Mint, Lavender, Cherry Wine, 
and Black Current Wine, appropriate for both 
men and women.  The grand prize will be a big 
gift basket. Come in and enjoy a winter of 
reading and beautiful fragrances!    

 

 



The World of Porters & Stouts 
by David Nilsen 

 

W inter is the perfect time of year to enjoy porters and stouts. These styles feature dark malts that evoke coffee, chocolate, and other comforting, warming flavors, and they 
can be the perfect companion to a cold winter night. 
 

As we will discuss in this class, porters were the first style 
of beer to be brewed on an industrial scale during the 

early days of the Industrial Revolution, and they were once 
the most popular beers in the world. Our class will look at 
the history of porters, learn how they evolved into stouts, 
and unpack what sets the two families of beer apart from 
each other. We will then taste through 5 excellent examples 
of porter and stout substyles.  
 

T hese Craft Beer Education Series classes will be lead by beer journalist and Certified Cicerone David Nilsen and 
will be held on February 28 and March 7 (identical classes). 
These classes are free, but seats are limited and registration 
is required. Please call the  Library at 937-548-3915 to 
reserve your seat. We hope to see you there! 

2019 Seed Swap 

by Rachel Brock 

T he Growing Harvest Seed Library will host its annual Seed Swap and “Seed 
Library 101” on Thursday February 7th at 
6:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend 
this free event. Bring seeds to swap, talk 
with fellow gardeners, and enjoy light 
refreshments! 
 

If you bring seeds, tubers, or starts, please have them labeled with the seed 
name, variety, harvest date, and any 
additional growing or harvesting infor-
mation that is pertinent. 
 

Prior to the seed swap Caitlyn Clark 
will be presenting about the Growing 

Harvest Seed Library. She will share how 
to utilize our seed library to aide you in 
growing your own garden at home. 

Game Club 
by Rachel Brock 

Join us every second Saturday from 12:00 
to 4:00 for Game Club.  The board game: 

humanity’s fun, social, and cheap form of 
easy entertainment. Man’s love for competi-
tion has evolved over the centuries; and over 
the years, strategic board games have 
triumphed as man’s greatest and most 
challenging passion. 
 

So come and test out your strategy skills 
with some of the all time best strategic 

board games. Let’s skip the digital world of 
gaming, and duke it out over good-ol’-fashion 
cardboard and plastic. 
 

All ages are welcome to attend this 
monthly meeting of the minds. However, 

those in attendance should be able to 
maintain focus and competitiveness for about 
an hour. Also: Chess Club every second 
Wednesday from 6:00 to 8:00. 

 



 February’s Lunch & Learn 
by Warren Richards, Wellness Coordinator 

 

T he Library’s Lunch & Learn for February will feature Jesse Berry from Blue Lantern Tea. Jesse will speak on the exceptional health benefits tea has to offer, and demon-
strate the beauty, rich philosophy, history and overall culture of tea.  
 

Blue Lantern Tea is a family owned and operated business. Jesse & wife Kim have over 
fifteen years of tea experience in all aspects of tea and tea culture. They have traveled 

as far as China, enjoying teas from around the world 
and educating themselves.   
 

As Jesse shares “We have done this so that not 
only can we have richer, fuller tea and life 

experiences, but so that we may share our 
experiences and help others experience tea as well; 
the way it was meant to be experienced.” 
 

L unch starts at noon on Wednesday February 
20th at the Library. Space is limited to 24 

participants so please register at 548-3915.  If you 
would like the boxed lunch from the Coffee Pot let us 
know. It costs $5 and includes a wrap, fruit, a salad 
or soup, and a beverage.  Or bring your own or just 
come for the program!  

Snow Falling on Cedars at Third Floor Film Series  
by David Nilsen 

 

T he Third Floor Film Series will screen the 1999 film Snow Falling on Cedars in February. Directed by Scott Hicks and based on the titular 1994 novel by David Guterson 
(available for check-out at GPL), Snow Falling on Cedars takes a powerful look at love and 
honor in the face of prejudice.  
 

Set shortly after World War II in an isolated fishing town in the Pacific Northwest, the film 
centers around a murder trial in which a Japanese-American fisherman is suspected of 

murdering a business rival. Long-dormant racial tensions 
simmer to the surface as the town faces its own biases and 
personal loyalties. In the midst of this, one young man who 
was once in love with the suspect's wife must weigh his own 
commitment to justice against his lingering romantic wishes. 
 

Featuring gorgeous and ethereal cinematography by 
Robert Richardson and profound performances by a cast 

that includes Ethan Hawke, James Cromwell, Sam Shepard, 
Max Von Sydow, Youki Kudoh, and Rick Yune, Snow Falling on 
Cedars is emotionally fraught but ultimately uplifting. 
 

Join us on Tuesday, February 5, at 6:30 p.m., as we screen 
this dramatic masterpiece. Free popcorn, candy, and soft 

drinks will be provided, and David Nilsen will lead a brief 
discussion after the film. We hope to see you there. 

 

 



 

Levi Coffin and the Underground Railroad  
by Rachel Brock 

 

Joanna Hahn, Site Manager at the Levi & Catharine Coffin State Historic Site, will present 
this free presentation on Tuesday February 19th at 6:00.  Registration is not required 

but seating is limited to 40. This event will be able to be viewed live via Facebook Live. 
 

L evi Coffin is often credited with the title of President of the Underground Railroad.  Learn how Coffin was instrumental in leading efforts to resist the Fugitive Slave Laws 
by assisting freedom seekers, or runaway slaves, on their journey to Canada.  Also, get a 
better understanding of why the Underground Railroad developed in states like Indiana 
and Ohio and why some historians see it as our nation’s first civil rights movement. 


